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Online Educational Resources (K-12)

Smithsonian Institute: Digital Resources

Learning Lab: A free, interactive platform for discovering millions of authentic digital resources and
creating content with online tools. The Learning Lab has an immense amount of content, and the
Getting Started guide is a helpful resource. In addition, the weekly Smithsonian Activities Choice
Boards features weekly highlights for various subject areas. Issue One and Issue Two are available
now. New issues are released each Monday.

Smithsonian Open Access: Allows students to download, share and reuse millions of the
Smithsonian’s images without asking permission because they have been released into the public
domain.

Smithsonian Digital Volunteers Program: Allows the general public to make things like historical
documents and biodiversity data more accessible. Students can join fellow volunteers to add more
field notes, diaries, ledgers, logbooks, manuscripts, biodiversity specimen labels and more to the
collection.

Sidedoor: A podcast for students that enlists the help of biologists, archaeologists, zookeepers and
astrophysicists to tell engaging and educational stories.

S| Museum Teaching Resources: Four different Smithsonian museums (American History, American
Indian, Natural History, and American Art) provide additional lesson plans for teachers tied to national
standards.

Resources aligned to DCPS Curriculum: Sl also provides resources that are aligned to DCPS Curriculum
Pacing Guides in order to help parents better support their child's learning at home. Sl has created
Google sheets which are updated periodically. Sl has Google sheets for each grade level (K-8), these
sheets breakdown resources for parents aligned to subjects. For each resource, Sl identifies the subject
it covers, the learning objective, and links to the Sl resource.

e Resources for PK-5: S| has also created a large google sheet with online self-directed activities
for parents and caregivers that allows them to assign to children in PK-5 grades. Most of these
resources are interactive games and activities.

e Sl Office Hours: Sl is also offering office hours to better support teachers who are using these SI
resources. Teachers are able to connect with a Smithsonian educator and ask further questions
on how to best use the Sl tools and features being offered.

e Other Smithsonian Resources: Free Smithsonian STEM Games and Simulations; Meet the
Animals of the National Zoo; 3D Exhibits and Virtual Tours; Smithsonian Magazine Ten
Museums You Can Virtually Visit; The Museum of Natural History Virtual Tour; Digital
Smithsonian American Art Museum; Distance Learning Resources



https://learninglab.si.edu/
https://learninglab.si.edu/cabinet/file/e8071510-e54d-4f5a-b76f-6ec09b8b190d/20191206_SLL_GettingStartedGuide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p9hbamKzXRB5cCe5z1GA-DC4NN2QnmDaRwUM9tcwZIM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/119pqaKlF9qrW_g5QwDEldSYB1oz_Q8994iheO66bJek/edit
https://www.si.edu/openaccess/
https://transcription.si.edu/
https://www.si.edu/sidedoor/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_spreadsheets_d_1UC0PN2-2DV0wW8qbC5-2DzWcDIGsuvRZdI27_edit-23gid-3D493627771&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=K2fbNxBtcgSS3a6z97Rpxv45FWKurGKrLOmQiBJk978&m=A6vZXSQIF_1CaWyXKHzQxd4CEmnfNEKZFIQuFl6_ovA&s=Jyi9WZMm30Mlwmp3N5LgidgSfsHTZrPpJdUSdjqMyNA&e=
https://ssec.si.edu/game-center?mi_u=1113187
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/list
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/list
https://3d.si.edu/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://americanart.si.edu/digital
https://americanart.si.edu/digital
https://learninglab.si.edu/distancelearning

Library of Congress: Digital Resources for Students

Student Discovery Sets: Puts primary sources in student’s hands by bringing together historical
artifacts and documents on a wide range of topics. The Student Discovery Sets are free on iBooks.

Current Exhibitions: The Library has several current exhibitions available online, including ones on
Rosa Parks, the Nineteenth Amendment, comic art and more.

Digital Collections: Over 400 digital collections are available online, featuring content from U.S.
Presidents, musicians, inventors, historic newspapers and more.

By the People: A crowdsourcing initiative that allows anyone to volunteer to improve access to
history by transcribing, reviewing and tagging Library of Congress documents.

Classic Children’s books: Available for free online via the Library website.

The Library of Congress’ YouTube Channel: Contains a wide range of author programming, as well
as content from scholars and musicians.

Ask a Librarian: The tool remains available to the public, with Librarians available to answer
guestions and provide research assistance.

The Library’s National Screening Room: Showcase the Library’s vast moving image collection. It is
designed to make otherwise unavailable movies, both copyrighted and in the public domain, freely
accessible to viewers worldwide.

Presentations and Activities to Help Students Learn about History

Other Federal Agency Resources: At Home Activities

Department of Defense: Learn about careers in STEM fields

Department of Education National Center for Education Statistics: Kids' Zone

Department of Energy: Games and Activities; Virtual Field Trips to National Energy Labs
Environmental Protection Agency: Games, Quizzes, and Videos about the Environment

NASA: Interactive Lessons about Space, Earth, Solar System and Universe; Lessons from Astronauts
about Living in Space; STEM Activities for Students of All Ages

The Kennedy Center: Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems; Tour the Kennedy Center with The Pigeon
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: Use Real-Time Ocean Data to Explore the
Environment

U.S. Geological Survey: Learn from Home About Physical science, Geography and Maps

Google Resources

Teach From Home: A central hub of information, tips, training and tools from across Google for
Education to help teachers keep teaching, even when they aren’t in the classroom

Training Materials: Explore distance learning through resources for schools affected by Covid-19

Additional Resources

National Gallery of Art: The National Gallery of Art offers learning resources and programs for
audiences of all ages. To support parents and their children, teachers, students, and caregivers



https://www.loc.gov/teachers/student-discovery-sets/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/current/
https://loc.gov/collections/
https://crowd.loc.gov/
http://read.gov/books/index.html#kids
https://www.youtube.com/user/LibraryOfCongress
https://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-screening-room/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/
https://dodstem.us/media/dod-stem-videos
https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/
https://www.eia.gov/kids/games-and-activities/
https://www.energy.gov/kindergarten-through-high-school
https://www.epa.gov/students/games-quizzes-and-videos-about-environment
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
https://www.spacestationexplorers.org/news-media/videos/
https://www.spacestationexplorers.org/news-media/videos/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/tour-the-kc-app/
https://dataintheclassroom.noaa.gov/
https://dataintheclassroom.noaa.gov/
https://www.usgs.gov/science-support/osqi/yes/resources-teachers/learning-home
https://teachfromhome.google/intl/en/
https://edu.google.com/latest-news/covid-19-support-resources/?modal_active=none&topic=view-all
https://www.nga.gov/education/digital-education-resources.html
https://www.nga.gov/education/learningresources.html

alike, our educators created this selection of activities, lesson plans, films, and other materials for
learning at home.

e The National Archives: Offers a variety of records from the archives to help keep you connected to
the nation's history in the comfort of your home.

e Learn@Home YouTube: Resources designed for families



https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/archives-home-resources-2
https://learnathome.withyoutube.com/

