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Having passed legislation in the House to strengthen teacher colleges through increased
accountability, expand loan forgiveness for teachers and reading specialists in high-poverty
schools, revamp international education programs to meet the realities of the post-9/11 era,
and renew graduate education programs, the House Education and the Workforce
committee is entering the latest and final phase of the Higher Education Act reauthorization
process. In 2003, committee Republicans sounded the alarm regarding the emerging cost
crisis in higher education, asking tough questions of a higher education system that is not
accountable enough for quality or transparent enough to the consumers and taxpayers
making sacrifices to finance it. The committee will proceed with legislation in 2004 to
address these issues, and also to restore fairness in student aid programs for needy
students, improve transparency and quality for consumers, and expand opportunities for
non-traditional students.

In July 2003, committee Republicans unveiled a series of principles for reform to guide
reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA). These principles will help focus
legislative efforts on the need for increased access, accountability, affordability, and quality
in America ’s higher education system. Those principles are:

Realigning student aid programs to ensure fairness for America 's neediest students
and families: In 1965, enacting the Higher Education Act, Congress put into place
legislation that could make the dream of college a reality for low and middle income
students who previously had little chance of a postsecondary education. In recent years,
however, the federal government has begun to lose sight of this original mission. Federal
resources are increasingly subsidizing individuals who have long since earned their degrees
and entered the workforce, and a declining share of federal resources are being devoted to
low and middle income students striving for the dream of a higher education.
Reauthorization of the HEA provides Congress with an opportunity to realign student aid
programs to ensure that they are fairly administered and meeting their fullest potential to
serve students in need.

Improving quality and innovation by empowering consumers: Republicans believe
reauthorization of the HEA is an important opportunity to hold institutions accountable by
adding new transparency so parents, students, and taxpayers know what they're getting for
their multi-billion dollar investment. Choosing a college is a decision that will affect a student
for the rest of his or her life. For that reason, Republicans believe, colleges should have an
obligation to provide useful, easy to use, and understandable information so students and
parents can make this monumental decision with all the facts in hand. Colleges often assure
Congress that they are reporting volumes of data. Republicans believe the HEA
reauthorization provides an opportunity to make sure schools are reporting the right data,
and that it's available for parents and students in a consumer-friendly, useful, and easy to
understand format. For example, accreditation is often viewed as a seal of approval for an
institution of higher education, yet few parents, students or taxpayers know what
accreditation entails. By opening up the accreditation process, and allowing a more clear



understanding of the factors involved in this process, the public will have an important
window into the nation’s colleges and universities. Republicans also believe that a dynamic
market, driven by consumers with the information they need to make their own best choices,
is the most effective force for bringing quality and innovation to our higher education system.

Removing barriers for non-traditional students: Though college costs are a significant
impediment for many aspiring college students, they are but one of many unnecessary
barriers to a college education in America . Expanding opportunities for students by
removing these barriers will help increase access to college. Republicans believe innovative
solutions such as distance learning and the use of advanced technology in the classroom
can provide non-traditional college students with a chance to succeed. Republicans also
believe addressing the needs of America ’s minority serving institutions must be a priority.

Holding colleges accountable for cost increases without over-burdensome federal
intrusion: The primary federal investment in higher education, ringing in at more than $70
billion in FY2003 alone, is direct financial assistance to students - and the cornerstone of
increasing access for low-income students is the Pell Grant. However, despite the ever-
increasing federal financial commitment and record spending for Pell Grants under
President Bush, rapidly increasing college costs are depleting the purchasing power of the
Pell Grant and putting college out of reach for many needy students. Republicans will seek
to make information about cost increases more available to parents and students, and to
hold colleges accountable for their cost increases without imposing an inappropriate federal
role.



